THE FRENCH  REVOLUTION

Marceau and Kleber; to all he gave instructions in which may be found
the seeds of the Napoleonic strategy: 'Act en masse and offensively;
at every opportunity engage in bayonet combat; give battle on a large
scale and pursue the enemy until he is wholly destroyed; live off the
enemy . . .' Delegates sent by the Convention accompanied the armies
to watch over and urge on the generals. By the spring of 1794, France
had acquired tremendous military prestige, so that Europe was amazed
at the strength of a country going through a revolution, yet Europe's
moral anarchy contributed to French success. Prussia and Austria, allied
against the Revolution, were rivals in Poland and kept an eye on, instead
of helping, each other. Austria hesitated to summon a Prussian army into
Flanders; by contrast, the French general Pichegru led one hundred and
sixty thousand men to the French general Jourdan, who had two hundred
and thirty thousand. At Fleurus the Sambre-et-Meuse army crushed the
enemy, thus giving all Belgium to the French, who entered Antwerp on
July 23rd. Such were the Volunteers of the Year II of the Republic.

Robespierre was all-powerful, and he was undone. For he lost all sense
of proportion. The kw of 22 Prairial (June loth, 1794) which, by de-
priving them of their parliamentary immunity, threatened the hves of all
the deputies in the Convention, gave the most cowardly among them
courage to do for their own salvation that which they had not dared do
for the salvation of the country. Pouche*, cunning and treacherous, had
been at work on the Assembly, and particularly on the Plain; in the
Committee of Pubjic Safety, Carnot and his friends, threatened by
Saint-Just, were turning against Robespierre. Executions continued at an
increasing rate; the widows and orphans left behind constituted a whole
people of enemies; in Paris the shops put up their shutters when the
tumbrels went by. Here is a minor yet significant detail: Tallien, an influ-
ential member of the Convention, wanted to save from death There*sa
Cabarrus, formerly the Marquise de Fontenay, who had been his prisoner,
had become his mistress and was about to appear before the Revolu-
tionary Tribunal. Now aware that a wave of hatred was rising against
him, Robespierre took the offensive. On 8 Thermidor (July 26th, 1794)
in a stupid speech before the Convention, he called for a purge of the
Committee of General Safety and the Committee of Public Safety. This
purging of the purgers was disturbing. During the night a handful of
men succeeded in rousing the 'Swamp Frogs'. The next day, 9 Thermi-
dor, Saint-Just came before the Convention to make a speech, which was
skilful enough, suggesting that measures be taken so that the Government
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